WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A stringed musical instrument comprising: 

a body; 

a head attached to said body; 

a string having a first end attached to said body and a second end; and 
a tuning machine mounted within said head and attached to said aecond 
end of said string. 

2. The instrument of Claim 1 wherein said tuning machine includes a recessed 
actuation element. 

3. The instrument of Claim 2 wherein said recessed actuation element includes a 
hexagonally shaped recess. 

4. The instrument of Claim 2 wherein said recessed actuation element includes a 
straight screw driver head shaped slot. 

5. The instrument of Claim 2 wherein said recessed actuation element includes a 
Phillips head shaped slot. 

6. The instrument of Claim 1 wherein said tuning machine includes reduction 
gearing. 
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7. The instrument of Claim 6 wherein said reduction gearing has a ratio of at least 
15:1. 



8. The instrument of Claim 6 wherein said gearing has a ratio of at least 30: 1 . 

9. The instrument of Claim 1 wherein said body includes a guitar body. 

10. A tuning machine comprising: 

a body; 

a tuning peg adapted to receive a string of a musical instrument; and 
reduction gearing actuable through an access aperture in said body. 

11. The tuning machine of Claim 9 wherein said access aperture includes a 
hexagonally shaped recess. 

12. The tuning machine of Claim 9 wherein said access aperture includes a straight 
screw head shaped slot. 

13. The tuning machine of Claim 9 wherein said access aperture includes a Phillips 
head shaped slot. 

14. The tuning machine of Claim 9 wherein said reduction gearing has a ratio of at 
least 15:1. 
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15. The tuning machine of Claim 9 wherein said reduction gearing has a ratio of at 
least 30:1. 

16. A guitar reconstruction kit including a tuning machine having a tuning machine 
body comprising: 

a tuning peg adapted to receive a string of a musical instrument; and 
reduction gearing accessible through an access aperture in said body for 
said tuning peg; and 

a tool having a tool head compatible with said access aperture. 

17. The kit of Claim 16 wherein said access aperture includes a hexagonally shaped 
recess. 

18. The kit of Claim 16 wherein said access aperture includes a hexagonally shaped 
straight screw head shaped slot. 

19. The kit of Claim 16 wherein said access aperture includes a hexagonally shaped 
Phillips head shaped slot. 

20. The kit of Claim 16 wherein said access aperture includes a hexagonally shaped 
Phillips head shaped slot wherein said reduction gearing has a ratio of at least 15:1. 

21. The kit of Claim 16 wherein said access aperture includes a hexagonally shaped 
Phillips head shaped slot wherein said reduction gearing has a ratio of at least 30:1. 
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22. A tuning machine for a stringed musical instrument comprising: 
a body; 

means for securing one end of a string of a stringed musical instrument, 
said securing means extending from said body; and 

means for turning said securing means positioned within said body, said 
turning means having an actuating element contained within said body. 
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